
Loco-description1 Project 
 

What? 
 

For this assignment, you will have the opportunity to develop a critical, creative, and embodied 
relationship to a wasteland of your choosing. The project will culminate in a loco-descriptive piece 
of writing in which you will emulate the style of one of our class writers. You are welcome to select a 
writer whose work we have not read for class, but you should discuss your thinking with me first.   
 
Process 
 

Your first step will be to identify a wasteland. This wasteland may be actual or imaginary, nearby or 
far away. You may have spent time in this place before. You may only have encountered it in books 
or online. It might be a place that you invent in your mind (or on paper or on screen) out of images 
from prior experience, your own or others’. You will submit a one-page project proposal in which 
you identify and describe your chosen site and explain why it counts as a wasteland. The project 
proposal will be due on September 25. 
 
Next, you’ll research your site. The nature of this research will depend on the kind of place you’ve 
chosen. If it’s an actual location that is accessible to you, go there: spend some time at your site, 
observing everything you can. Take notes, take photographs and/or videos; make recordings, 
rubbings, and drawings. Collect samples: soil, plants, other materials. Document what you see, feel, 
hear, and smell. If the place you’ve chosen is further afield, find ways to encounter it: use Google 
Maps and Google Street View; locate other resources (books, films, websites) that can provide you 
with data about your site. If you’ve chosen a fictional site, you will have to fabricate your research 
too: make maps or drawings of the place you’ve envisioned, using whatever tools and technologies 
you are most comfortable with; build your site through collage; make a physical model of the place; 
make a painting. Come up with some way to encounter your site that I haven’t thought of here. 
These materials will make up your research dossier. You’ll turn this in with your loco-descriptive 
writing and reflective essay (see below) on October 16. 
 
Products 
 

1) Your final product can take a number of forms: it might be a poem or set of poems, an essay or 
reflective musing, a section of an almanac, a series of descriptive journal entries, a short story in 
which the environment features prominently, or some other creative investigation of your site. 
There is no definite page requirement. However, successful projects will clearly show a substantial 
investment of time and effort.  
 
2) In addition to your loco-descriptive piece of writing and the research dossier, you will submit a 
two-page, double-spaced reflective essay, in which you discuss your research process and your 
creative choices. This essay should address your encounter (however mediated) with your site. What 
challenges did you face, given your access (or lack of access) to the site? Here, it is helpful to think 
of challenges, not as failings, but as components of your experience. How did your encounter affect 
the choices you made in your loco-descriptive writing? What or whose style were you attempting to 
emulate, and what decisions did you make to that end? What seemed to work, and what didn’t? This 
essay is a chance to reflect upon your process and assess the things you’ve made. 

                                                
1 loco-descriptive, adj. Descriptive of local scenery; setting out the features of a particular place. (OED) 


