
Assignment: Final Research Project 
 
 
What? 
 
The final assignment for this course includes two preliminary research documents and a 7-8 page 
paper. As part of this project, you’ll make use of original research using the database Eighteenth-
Century Collections Online (ECCO). First, you will select a word or phrase that features in one or 
more of our course texts. This word or phrase may or may not be one that you’ve been tracking in 
your commonplace book. As you make your selection, you should consider the ways in which your 
word functions in the course text(s). Does it seem to bear multiple or competing meanings? Does it 
function literally or figuratively or both? Does it seem to recur at particular moments of tension 
within the text? After you have chosen your word or phrase and explored its occurrences in both 
our course texts and on ECCO, you’ll write an analysis of your findings in which you make an 
argument about the word or phrase’s function in eighteenth-century literature.  
 
Process 
 
• Project proposal (10%), due Nov. 14 by email. Your paper proposal (2-3 pages) should 

identify the word or phrase you’ve chosen to investigate and explain why you chose it. As you 
make your case, you should offer a reading of at least one passage from a course text.  

 
• Research findings (20%), due Nov. 29 in class. Once you’ve chosen your word or phrase, 

you will use ECCO to locate it in other eighteenth-century texts. You should collect at least 10 
uses of your keyword before moving on to the analysis portion of the assignment. Once you’ve 
accumulated these results and documented them, you’ll choose at least 6 occurrences that you 
find particularly interesting. For these 6 instances, you’ll write a brief annotation that explains 
how your keyword functions in the text. It is not necessary that you read the entire text in which 
your word appears; if your text is very long, you should skim through it attentively, using the 
table of contents as a guide. You will submit your research findings in the form of an annotated 
bibliography using MLA formatting. For all 10 of your sources, you should include the passage 
or passages that meaningfully contain your word. For the 6 sources you choose to focus on, 
you’ll also write a short paragraph in which you offer a summary of the source and provide an 
assessment of your word or phrase’s function within the text.   

 
• Final paper (70%), due Dec. 5 by 5 pm by email. Your paper should incorporate these 

preparatory materials, as well the feedback you receive on them, and use them to take significant 
further steps. Your paper should not simply rehearse the information you provided in your 
annotated bibliography. It should mount an argument that connects those findings in a 
compelling and surprising way. In your final paper, you must use at least 3 of the texts you 
identified in your research, as well as at least one course text.    

 


